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Call for Papers for Sylvia Plath Conference
The Complete Plath: in-person, London, 23-24 September 2027
In the decade since the publication of the first volume of Sylvia Plath’s letters, her complete body of work has been published. The two-volume edition of The Letters of Sylvia Plath (2017; 2018), edited by Peter K. Steinberg and Karen V. Kukil, was followed by the standalone edition of her short story Mary Ventura and the Ninth Kingdom (2019). More recently, readers gained access to her full body of prose and poetry in The Collected Prose of Sylvia Plath (2024), edited by Peter K. Steinberg, and The Poems of Sylvia Plath (2026), edited by Amanda Golden and Karen V. Kukil. Alongside these definitive collections, Heather Clark’s Pulitzer-nominated biography, Red Comet: The Short Life and Blazing Art of Sylvia Plath (2020), has recovered Plath’s name and shown the vastness her life and work offer to scholarship, writers, readers, and fans. In the last decade, Plath scholarship has been thriving: new materials have been added to the archives, several scholarly volumes have been published or are in the works, and new publications have revisited Plath’s biography, prose, poetry, and correspondence.
This conference reflects on how the complete public availability of Plath’s work has shaped scholarship, how it might change our understanding of Plath, and where Plath studies is headed. It brings opportunities to discuss and review the histories of Plath’s publications and processes of archiving, editing, and researching in the era of this ‘Plath renaissance’. It also invites participants to interrogate her legacy beyond scholarship and engage with Plath’s status and standing in the creative arts, mainstream culture, and the curriculum. The aim of the conference is to evaluate her legacy in the twenty-first century; reflect on new insights from the recently published definitive editions of her works; discuss where Plath studies might go in the future; and allow researchers, practitioners, archivists, and creatives to engage in fruitful discussions.
The conference will take place on 23- 24 September 2027 (Thursday-Friday), in London at Senate House, in the literary quarter of Bloomsbury. The Institute of English Studies, School of Advanced Study, University of London, is hosting the conference. London, of course, is where Plath lived in 1960–61 and again toward the end of her life, and it offers numerous literary and cultural events and activities. We hope participants will enjoy several of the Plath-related opportunities and explore places associated with her beyond the conference.
We welcome traditional paper submissions, poster presentations, and creative outputs. Individual papers should be 15 minutes long, and panel submissions should include 4 participants. We encourage submissions from postgraduate students, early career researchers, 



and practice-based professionals. In addition to panel presentations and discussions, the programme will include two keynote lectures.
Individual abstracts should be 250 words; panel submissions should comprise 250 words of abstract for each speaker’s topic. Abstracts and a short biography (c. 50-100 words) should be sent to sylviaplathconference@gmail.com.
The deadline for submission is 31st December 2026.
Decisions will be sent in January 2027.
We are committed to making the in-person-only conference as accessible and inclusive as possible. If you have any access requirements you would like us to be aware of, please feel free to include them with your abstract submission.
Potential topics include but are not limited to:
· reflections on the newly published letters, poems, and prose works
· recent archival materials/archival studies, including the Plath Family Papers and the Harriet Rosenstein Research Files
· new critical approaches and inquiries into Plath’s life and work
· Plath in the curriculum
· Plath’s legacy in the twenty-first century
· Plath and the publishing industry
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